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SELF DRIVE HISTORY TOUR

1. THE TRIANGLE 2 war memorials WW | & II; Malaya,
Bomeo, Korea, Vietnam.

2. ROYAL HOTEL Built 1871, believed to be first hotel in
town. Formerly Balaklava Hotel, renamed after 1881 visit by
Princes Albert & George.

3. BALCO GROUP Site of first saleyards from 1884. 1909
Commercial bank built, later called Westpac. Since 2000,
Australasian headquarters of Balco.

4. SILENT COP Installed 1926, rose garden planted in 1992,
roundabout added in 2002.

5. UNITING CHURCH Formerly Methodist, built 1904 to
replace Wesleyans' wooden chapel.

6. PLAINS PRODUCER Began 1903 as Central Advocate
newspaper, then Wooroora Producer.

7. FORMER NEWSPAPER SITE Home tolocal newspaper for
many years, most recent a former printing business.

8. OLD BAKERY 2 storey, original refreshment rooms for rail
travellers, later Balaklava Bakery.

9. STITCH JOINT This and former buildings once joining it to
old bakery had a colourful history, eg. wheat stacks, skating
&mini-golf rinks, cycle works, tank maker, billard saloon,
auction house, garage.

10. RAILWAY STATION Relocated from Dunn's Crossing in
1872, station building erected 1880. Refreshment rooms
added 1939, closed 1974.

11. MILL COURT Site of Verco's flour mill from 1874. Closed
1953, demolished 1973, Mill Court aged care facility
opened 1976.

12. TERMINUS HOTEL Opened 1882, balcony added 1911,
first licence held for 25 years.

13. SHOWGROUNDS/RALLI PARK Agricultural shows from
1874, paviion built 1910, now home to several sports
groups. Named after Stephen Ralli (Werocata).

14. WEROCATA STATION Once owned by Bowman (of
Martindale Hall fame), then Rall from 1886. Bowman built
magnificent homestead on River Wakefield bank. Home to
racing club 1904-1907.

15. GRAIN SILOS First buit 1956, still used in conjunction
with Ausbulk facility at Bowmans.

16. WAKEFIELD PLAINS MEDICAL CENTRE Opened 1991.

17. FINLAYSON'S BUTTER FACTORY SITE 1911-1970.
Pioneer in milk pasteurisation in SA.

18. AMBULANCE CENTRE Built 1977, St John's & SA
Ambulance, also used as a training & meeting centre.

19. BALAKLAVA HOSPITAL Opened 1921, replaced 2
private hospitals. Helipad established 2004.

20. IRA PARKER NURSING HOME Opened 1982.

21. BALAKLAVA BRIDGE OVER VEITCH'S FORD Built
1907, in severe flood river ises to bridge level.

22. OLD SQUATTER'S TANK and WINDMILL

23. MOODY ESTATE Original golf course 1927-1968.

24. MATRON O’BRIEN’S HOSPITAL 30 Railway Terrace
1904-1922, extended 1910 to create isolation wing.

25. DUNN'S HOTEL SITE District's first hotel 1847, built by
James Dunn to cater for bullock teams carting copper from
Burra to Port Wakefield, licensed 1850- 1870.

26. DUNN'S BRIDGE/DUNN'S CROSSING Built 1880.

Replaced by Kaurna Bridge 1974.

CARAVAN PARK Established early 1990's, has 27

powered sites and 5 ensuite cabins (1 disabiliy friendly).

28. NURSE COWAN'S HOSPITAL 24 Short Terrace, c.1905-

1922, still in Cowan family.

URLWIN PARK Opened as agricultural museum in 1986,

showcase for “Balaklava-made” collection of horse drawn

transport & machinery.

30. LUTHERAN CHURCH Built 1975, site of Balaklava's first
Lutheran church (St Bartholomew's) built 1899. Lutherans
previously worshipped at Dalkey.

. CENTENARY OF FEDERATION GATEWAY Represents
significant changes for women 1901-2001.

32. HORIZON CHRISTIAN SCHOOL Established 1994, R-12.

33. BALAKLAVA PRIMARY SCHOOL Began 1877, original
building is now school administration.

34. BALAKLAVA HIGH SCHOOL Opened 1929, had
operated at Rechabite Hall since 1922. Public Library.

35. APEX PARKISWIMMING POOL Pool established 1968,
children’s playground/picnic area.

36. ANGLICAN PARSONAGE Built 1906, sold 1990s.

37. ST JOSEPH'S CONVENT Established 1922 for Catholic
Sisters of St Joseph, also a nursing home before closing.

38. ST JOSEPH'S CATHOLIC SCHOOL 1925-1969. Now
“Scotland Yard, home of local Scouts & Guides.

39. FUNERAL PARLOUR Formerly run by Ahs.

40. COMMUNITY CHILDREN'S CENTRE Kindergarten since

1959, now includes playgroup & childcare.

. ANGLICAN CHURCH First built 1884, replaced 1925.
Caim built 1976 (steeple cross from old church).

42. EARLY BUTCHER SHOP Note masonry ram's head over

comer door. Now a private residence.

43. SODING BROS. EGG DEPOT Late 1880s-1950.

44. FORMER CROQUET CLUB Began 1922 near railway
station, moved 1925, built new clubroom 2005.
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BOWLING CLUB Established 1922, new clubhouse 1970.

. CENTENARY HALL Oldest church building in Balaklava,

built 1878 for Church of Christ. Has also been Rechabite,
Druids & Masonic Lodges; district's first high school, &
Zion Lutheran Church. Folk Museum since 1975.

. CATHOLIC CHURCH Built 1889, additions in 1910.
48.
49.

CHURCH OF CHRIST Built 1907.
FORMER DOCTOR’S RESIDENCE Built 1927, was
surgery of Dr McEwin, first to use penicilln in Australia.
TELECOMMUNICATIONS CENTRE Site of early wooden
chapel for Wesleyans & later Salvation Army.

. POST OFFICE Opened 1871, first building 1880, current

building 1912. Telegraph service from 1877, money orders
1878, banking 1880, telephone 1905.

FORMER SAVINGS BANK from 1830. Built 1924.

TOWN HALL First section 1881, main hall 1935.

First cinema began 1909. Home to Community Arts &
Balaklava Eisteddfod.

FORMERLY BANK OF ADELAIDE, Built 1908, began
1903 next to present Bank SA.

. CHEMIST CORNER Site of first butcher shop 1870-1909,

then furniture shop, now pharmacy.
COUNTRY WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION Established 1956.

Dunn's Hotel, council proclaimed 1877. First offices 1927,
replaced in 1977. New complex 2003.

MATCHBOX COTTAGE Bt c. 1910 for Professor
Higham, first veterinary surgeon.

. POLICE STATION First built 1870's, first cells 1878, new

building 1986.

COURTHOUSE GALLERY Courthouse/police station
1913-1986. Art gallery since 1991.

. FIRE STATION Established 1920, original council

chambers converted 1927, SA Fire Brigade 1921-1977,
EFS (now CFS) began 1948.

BALAKLAVA RACING CLUB Founded in 1903, boasts
the longest straight in SA. Hosts about 10 race meets
throughout the year, with the highlight being the Balaklava
Cup.

BALAKLAVA GOLF CLUB 3km on the left. 18-hole
greens course.

SHAMUS LIPTROT CYCLING TRAIL 11km to Halbury.
LIONS WALKING TRAIL About 3km start to finish, winds
along banks of Wakefield River.

. TO ROCKS RESERVE About 10-minute drive to popular

picnic area on banks of Wakefield River.




